
 
LCMS - 2020 Forum Music Festival  
 
     
We are currently planning our trip to California for the Forum Music Festival, April 24-
26, 2020. This trip is optional, but all students are encouraged to participate. Band, 
Orchestra, and Choir students will participate as ensembles in a nationally recognized 
festival where they will receive adjudicators’ comments and a rating. For the remainder 
of the day, students and chaperones will celebrate their musical success with a trip to 
Disneyland! 
 
We will depart La Cima, on charter buses, late Friday evening (April 24), participate in 
the festival and visit Disneyland on Saturday (April 25), and return to the school early 
Sunday morning (April 26).  No hotel stay is involved. More detailed information will be 
distributed as we get closer to the event. 
 
Forum Festival participation is a privilege.  Students are expected to carry a 2.0 GPA, 
with no Fs or U’s (unsatisfactory in work habits or personal conduct) in any class.  
Students with multiple disciplinary referrals during the year, who have been suspended, 
or have excessive school absences will lose their opportunity to participate.  
 
 
 
The full cost of the trip is $280, due by February 28, 2020.  Fees include festival 
participation, charter bus transportation, a festival t-shirt, Saturday breakfast, and 
Disneyland park admission. Students will need to bring extra money for food and 
souvenirs at Disneyland. Be aware, charter bus seating is limited. Preference will be 
given to those who have paid in full first. Payments may be made directly to the La Cima 
main office.  The La Cima office will give you a receipt for payments. Please give that 
receipt to your teacher for record keeping. Please fill out the attached 
permission/emergency contact form and return it to your teacher to reserve your 
space.  
 
We are also looking for parent volunteers to chaperone this adventure. The cost per 
chaperone is $250, due by February 28, 2020. Chaperone fees include charter bus 
transportation, a festival t-shirt, Saturday breakfast, and Disneyland park admission. 
Many parents volunteer. Preference will be given to parents that are participating in our 
Music Booster organization. 
 
 
 



The Music Boosters parent group is providing fundraising opportunities for your 
student. Many students raise the entire amount for the trip through fundraising. Please 
be aware of your student’s fundraising activity before submitting additional funds.  ALL 
funds are non-refundable after February 1, 2020. 
 
We encourage you to use the Arizona State Tax Credit to pay for your student’s trip. A tax 
credit form is included in this packet. Use Option 3, mark the student’s name and mark 
Forum Festival as the activity. The tax credit form must be completed when processing 
payment at the La Cima main office. (Tax credits are non-refundable.)  
 
How does the "tax credit" work? 
Just send a check or money order to La Cima Middle School along with the tax credit 
form. You can specify that your donation is used to cover the cost of a specific child's 
participation in a specific activity (option 3). Then, when you fill out your Arizona tax 
return, you may subtract the amount of your contribution (up to $200 maximum, $400 
for married couples filing a joint tax return) from what you owe in taxes for the year. It's 
not just a deduction; it's a credit.  Anyone can take advantage of the Tax Credit, whether 
they have kids in school or not. If you pay Arizona Income Tax, you can take advantage 
of this opportunity. 
 
Do I have to give all $200 at once? 
No, you don't have to give the full $200 all at once. The Tax Credit donation can be 
contributed in increments throughout the year. You can start making contributions to 
your Arizona School Tax Credit at any time. For you to be eligible to receive the credit 
for this year, schools must receive your donation by the end of the 2019. 
 
 
 
Thank you for allowing us to share this fantastic musical adventure with your student. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Andrea Steele, D.M.A. 
Instrumental Music 
(520) 696-6787 
asteele@amphi.com 
 

Christopher Newsom 
Choral Music 
(520) 696-4504 
cnewsom@amphi.com
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